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Lately, I've been pon 
over our fascination wi 
ican criminal trials, 
the world, folks are gl 
their God -boxes, watch i 
uiedia-hyped trials as i 
were soap operas. The 
trials were of special 
to me, in part because 
crowds of women who gat 
the courthouse to show 
port for Lorena. Regar 
my feelings about her p 
crime, I am always exci 
the rise of a cultural 
is female. In Ecuador 
home) , folks marched in 
streets to support her. 
Ecuadoran feminist grou 
that if Lorena had to s 
day in jail, they would 
100 American businessme 
loning in Ecuador. Whi 
hope that they weren't 
I have to chuckle at th 
picture that this threa 

The Rodney King trial 
that wording makes it s 
if Rodney were the one 
were made even more exc 
the riots in Los Angel e 
the cops •ere let off i 
first trial, and the th 
more riots during the s 
trial. Of course, ther 
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Columns (cont ! d) 

along with a real phone 
number where humans could be 
reached. And then I be- 
gan to notice all of a sud- 
den , news atories on CNN, 
N?R, and even a Spanish 
language network I inadvertently 
saw while eating at a Mexican 
food restaurant, all about 
these "new studies" coming 
cut in favor of the imolants, 
which shows that TV propa- 
ganda easily crosses language 
barriers (I don't know how 
to speak Spanish) . 

Oh y^s, the brown envelope, 
V,e got a packet citing 20 studies 
by "nrominent researchers at 
'restigeous institutions", 
which can be assumed to not 
include the "Institute for 
Hedical Research Benifitting 
Female Self Image", or the 
"Egalitarian Center for People's 
Medicine", .'.'hat we do get 
is highly generalised synopses 
of studies which we don't get 
to actually examine, four of 
which are funded using Dow 
money directly or indirectly 
(according to their own foot- 
notes), and only two actually 
mention breast cancerj out of 
those two, only one shows that 
there may be no connection 
between imnlants and cancer. 
It would also be safe to assume 
that no leakage occured in 
any of the implants used in 
these studies. All of the 
"studies" cite no connection 
between implants and other 
diseases other than cancer, in- 
cluding rnumatoid arthritus, 
HELLO, PR PEOPLE— WHAT ABOUT 
THE CANCER FROM LEAKAGE? In 
all of the "news" stories -regar- 
ding the new "studies", all of 
these other diseases are mentioned, 
but not cancer. Interesting 
correlation. Correlation, however, 
doesn't even hold up with 
the cited "studies". To be a 
little less academic about 
the whole thing, you cannot 
prove that something doesn't 
exist j you can only cast doubt 
by proving what does. These 



"studies" do neither. 

Further in the racket, we 
find a press release from the 
Minister of Health in France, 
stating that the moratorium 
against implants had been 
lifted, along with a poorly 
written pro-capitalist biased 
article, which didn't discuss 
at all the conditions under 
which the ban ;?as lifted in 
France. And again, this 
press release cited only auto- 
immune disease, HOT cancer. 
Dow trumpets in the package, 
that women don't have a 
"right to a choice" in the US 
like they do in France and 
the UK, I wonder where 
they borrowed this rr.etoric 
from? Vomen In prance and 
the UK can now chocse the 
manufactured need of a breast 
imrlant, thanks to the other- 
wise evil government --.hich 
is all of a sudden an ally 
of business. 

V,"e find ANOTHER packet entitled, 
"America's 3rd Political party", 
another "study" by the American 
Tort Reform Association, which 
is a consortium of of "organisations", 
"agencies", "professional societies", 
and "trade associations"-acrarently 
everone is In this association, 
but we aren't told t*ho exactly. 
Beware of the group that has the 
word "reform" in their name. 
This pamphlet was depigned to 
cast doubt on the credibility 
of plantlff lawyers, and how 
their drive for profits is 
the motivator for lawsuits. Fair 
enough, but what does that have 
to do with negating a causation 
of cancer by breast implant lea- 
kage? This packet portrays 
plaintiff lawyers as some other 
element of power that is in 
fact in conflict with corporations, 
in their drive for power. Funny, 
I thought that most lawyers are 
employed by corporation a, and 
are part of the big corporate 
picture. Someone had better tell 
those anarchists in England that 
are being sued by McDonalds for 
libel, speaking of eancer. 
The lawyers J Blame them I They're 
out to get us, the vulnerable 



Columns (cont'd) 

oppresed members of the board at 
Dow/corningl Again, where are thr 
woman in this picture? 

Ttotnen are finally mentioned 
in yet ANOTHER pamphlet, "What 
Women Want to Enow About Im- 
plants'', reprinted from a book 
called, " A Woman's Decision, 
publisher by a corporate publisher 
of medical beaks. Inside, 



among other statements that 
puts the phrase "informed decision" 
out of the picture completely, 
are citations of "physical" and 
"psychological" benifits of 
implants, that they "restore 
a feeling of balanced Of course, 
criticism of implants is kept 
at a minimum | this book is ob- 
viously aimed at women consider- 
ing implant surgery. Doctors 
are apparently supposed to hand 
this book out as "literature", 
as the back cover reads, "quantity 
discounts available", ['any 
doctors would, in believing that 
what they practice la medicine, 
having nothing to do with the 
politics and economics that 
governs how medicine may be practiced; 

71th the medical industry and 
establishment embedded in the 
framework of capitalism, anything 
published in journals, books, and 
by governments controlled by the 
framework of capital , will rarely 
voice research that may be critical 
of the profit driven basis of 
-ediclne. Capitalism does not 
allow for a critique of tne flaws 
in its ideology. That is a truism, 
which is why there is so much 
money to be made by PR firms 
in "crisis management". The 
Phillip/VorriB recall went on 
without a hitch, despite tneir 
bad -roiblic image. 

£o what to do about Dow/Corning? 
The marketing to manufactured needs 
in the medical community needs 
to be addressed, paticularly in 
how It seems to affect women more 
adversely than men. The need is 
manufactured by advertising in 
magazines like Cosmopolitan and 
Vogue, In convincing women that 



they must attain the consumerist 
image of beauty, which can 
not be attained by anyone, un- 
less hundreds of dollars is 
snent on "beauty aidB", many 
of which are harmful to health. 
I/.en contribute to this by the 
consumption of advertising and 
images that portray women as 
something to be attained end 
consumed; many of these irages 
that men see in the media are 
of women who have had plastic 
surgery and yes, breast implants. 
Even the most "progressive" men 
fall victim to these images, 
and reinforce these ideas on 
women on • personal level. 

Capitalism, however, does 
o: -ress most of us that function 
under its yoke, sometimes 
differently teceuse of sex, 
and sometimes without regard 
of sex. Some argue that capitalism 
keeps us divided by a creation 
of a felse reality through the 
media v. hich separates us; I 
would go on to say that it is 
also slowly killing us, Tho 
organisation of the medical es- 
tablishment illuminates this 
point, in that It provides no 
framework for total physical 
or nentt.l care — healing Is 
primarily altruistic, incom- 
pa table with the selfish drive 
of carital. And while obviously 
not everyone can be healed, we 
can't compromise our talants 
to heal the sick with greed. 
If a whole pharmacutical merket 
is based on the treatment of 
AIDS, what would motivate the 
"free market" to find a cure? 
Nothing. 

In the meantime, when the 
plaintiff lawsuits by Dow/Corning 
start to fly, and this "spin" 
continues to snowball, maybe 
a collectively run, owned, sad 
operated public relations organi- 
sation for the forwarding of 
anarchistic ideas and causes, 
should be created. I bet the 
IWW wouldn't object, 7 r hy not 
fight fire with fire? 



